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"In step 300, the facility selects at least one distinguished item based on some 
user activity (e.g., requesting display of item information; exercising purchasing 
opportunity, purchasing item, placing bid, etc.)." 



In the Claims: 



Following is a complete listing of the claims pending in the application, as 
amended: 

1. A method in one or more computer systems^ for identifying auctions 
; the same item, comprising: 

displaying information about a first auction, fde information including a 
description of a first item offered in the first auction; 

receiving user input requesting informatio^ about other auctions offering 
items that are the same as the first item; 

determining, for the description of th/ first item among descriptions of 
items offered in a group of auctions including th/ first auction, the inverse document 
fi-equency of terms occurring within the description of the first item; 

selecting a plurality of terms wi^ the description of the first item having 
the largest inverse document fi-equencies; 

for each of the selected terms/ conducting a search for auctions in the group 
whose item descriptions contain the selected term; 

for each auction found/ in at least one of the conducted searches, 
determining which of the selected ternis occur in the auction's item description; 

identifying as an auction offering an item that is the same as the first item 
an auction among the found auctiohs where the sum of the inverse document fi-equencies 
of the selected terms that occ^r in tiie item description for tiie auction exceeds a 
threshold; and 

displaying inforriiation about the identified auction. 



2. (Amei^ed) A method in a computer system for identifying 
purchasing opportunities ^tiiin a set of purchasing opportunities that are similar to a 
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distinguished purchasing opportunity, the distinguished pu^asing opportunity having 
descriptive information associated with it, comprising: / 

for each of a plurality of terms occurring /in the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportiAiity, generating a term score 
reflecting the extent to which the occurrence of the tehn in the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportiuUty differentiates the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity from other purchasing opportunities in the set; 

selecting as key words a plurality of terms having the highest term scores; 
identifying purchasing opportunities of the set containing one or more key 
words; / 

establishing a purchasing opportunity score for each identified purchasing 
opportunity by summing the term score o/ the one ore more key words occurring in 
descriptive information associated with th/ identified purchasing opportunities; and 

displaying information abbut one or more of the identified purchasing 
opportunities. / 

3. The method oy claim 2 wherein generating a term score for each term 
includes determining the fraction/of occurrences of the term in descriptive information 
associated with the purchasing /opportunities of the set that occur in the descriptive 
information associated with the/distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

4. The method of claim 2 wherein identifying purchasing opportunities 
of the set containing key Words includes performing a separate search for purchasing 
opportunities whose desciptive information includes each key word to produce a search 
result. / 

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising determining which key 
words occur in the desfcriptive information associated with each purchasing opportunities 
based upon which of the produced search results contain the purchasing opportunity. 
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6. The method of claim 2 wherein the distinguished purchasing 
opportunity and at least a subset of the purchasing opportunities of the set are of one or 
more purchasing opportunity types selected froryi the group consisting of: 

store; 

classified sale; 
auction; 

reverse auction; and 
purchase aggregation. 



7. The method of /claim 2, further comprising selecting the 

distinguished purchasing opportunity in response to a user request to display information 

^ / 
about the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 



8. The method bf claim 2, further comprising selecting the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity in response to the exercise of the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity by a selected user. 

9. The methoj& of claim 8, further comprising selecting the 
distinguished piu-chasing opportunity in response to the purchase by the selected user of 
an item offered in the distinguis/ied purchasing opportunity. 

10. The metfiod of claim 8, further comprising selecting the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity in response to a bid by the selected user on an item 
offered in the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 



11. The method of claim 2, further comprising, in response to a user 
request for information ab^ut a purchasing opportunity similar to the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity, (isplaying information about the identified piu-chasing 
opportunity having the largest purchasing opportunity score. 
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12. The method of claim 2, further commising, in response to a user 
request for information about the distinguished puronasing opportunity, displaying 
information about the identified purchasing opportunity having the largest purchasing 
opportunity score in conjunction with displaying i^ormation about the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity. 

13. The method of claim 2, further comprising displaying at least a 
portion of the identified purchasing opportunities in the order of their purchasing 
opportunity scores. 

14. The method of clainL/2, further comprising displaying a proper 
subset of the identified purchasing oppopmities whose purchasing opportunity scores 
each exceed a minimum threshold. 



15. The method of / claim 14 wherein the displaying displays a 
predetermined fixed number of the identified purchasing opportunities. 

16. The method of claim 14 wherein the displaying displays all of the 
identified purchasing opportunities whose purchasing opportunity scores each exceed the 
minimum threshold. 

17. The methpd of claim 2 wherein a predetermined fixed number of key 
words are selected. 

18. The njfethod of claim 2 wherein a number of terms that is a 
predetermined fi-action of jthe number of terms occurring in the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity are selected as key words. 



19. The method of claim 2 wherein all of the terms whose term scores 
exceed a minimum threshold are selected as key words. 
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descriptive information 
includes the purchasing 

21. The method of claim 2 wherein the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes an item name of an 
item offered in the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

22. The method of claim 1 w^herein the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing o/portimity includes an item description of 
an item offered in the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

23. The method of clataa 2 wherein the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchafeing opportunity includes a price at which an 
item is offered in the distinguished purcMasing opportunity. 

24. The method ot claim 2 wherein the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes a seller identity of the 
distinguished purchasing opportuniA^. 

25. The method of claim 2 wherein the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes a seller location of the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

26. The mepod of claim 2 wherein the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguislhed purchasing opportunity includes availability of an item 
offered in the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 



20. The method of claim 2 wherein 
associated with the distinguished purchasing oppoi 
opportunity type of the distinguished purchasing oppoi 
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27. 



The method of claim 2 wherein the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes shipping terms for an 
item offered in the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 



28. The method of claim 2 ^herein the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing o/portunity includes forms of payment 
accepted for the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 



29. The method of claim 2 whferein distinguished purchasing opportunity 
is an auction, and wherein the descriptive iiiformation associated with the- distinguished 
purchasing opportunity includes the closing date of the auction. 



30. The method of claiiri 2 wherein a distinguished item is offered for 
purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distingi/ished purchasing opportunity includes a publisher 
of the distinguished item. 

31. The method of/claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is offered for 
purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the d/stinguished purchasing opportunity includes an author 
of the distinguished item. 

32. The methofl of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is offered for 
purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the descriptive 
information associated with thfe distinguished purchasing opportunity includes an artist of 
the distinguished item. 



33. The method of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is offered for 



purchase in the distinguis 



led purchasing opportunity, and wherein the descriptive 
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information associated with the distinguished purcha/mg opportunity includes a 
performer of the distinguished item. 

/ 

34. The method of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is offered for 
purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportu^ty, and wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes a size of 
the distinguished item. 

35. The method of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is offered for 
purchase in the distinguished purchasing /opportunity, and wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes a color of 
the distinguished item. 

36. The method of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is offered for 
purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the d^tinguished purchasing opportunity includes a style of 
the distinguished item. 

37. (Amended) A computer-readable medium whose contents cause a 
computer system to ideniify purchasing opportunities within a set of purchasing 
opportunities that are similar to a distinguished purchasing opportunity, the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity maving descriptive information associated with it, by: 

for eacli of a plurality of terms occurring in the descriptive information 
associated with ihi distinguished purchasing opportunity, generating a term score 
reflecting the extent to which the occurrence of the term in the descriptive information 
associated with/the distinguished purchasing opportunity differentiates the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity from other purchasing opportunity in the set; 

/ selecting as key words a plurality of terms having the highest term scores; 
/ identifying purchasing opportunities of the set containing one or more key 
words: and 
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establishing a purchasing opportunity score^for each identified purchasing 
opportunity by simiming the term score of the one px more key words occurring in 
information associated with the identified purchasing /Opportunities. 

38. The computer-readable medium of claim 37 wherein generating a 
term score for each term includes determining Ae fraction of occurrences of the term in 
information associated with the purchasing/opportunities of the set that occur in the 
information associated with the distinguish^ purchasing opportunity. 



39. The computer-readable medium of claim 37 wherein the contents of 
the computer-readable medium further cause the computer system to display at least a 
portion of the identified purcha^g opportunities in the order of their purchasing 
opportunity scores. 

40. The coiriputer-readable medium of claim 37 wherein the contents of 
the computer-readable meaium further cause the computer system to display a proper 
subset of the identified purchasing opportunities whose purchasing opportunity scores 
each exceed a minimum threshold. 

41. /(Amended) A data processing system comprising a hardware and 
software combinafton for scoring purchasing opportunities within a set of purchasing 
opportunities in ycerms of their similarity to a distinguished purchasing opportunity, the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity having descriptive information associated with it, 
the system comprising: 

/ a term score generator that, for each of a plurality of terms occurring in the 
descriptive^ information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity, 
generates/a term score reflecting the extent to which the occurrence of the term in the 
descriptive information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity 
differentiates the distinguished purchasing opportunity from other purchasing opportunity 
in the set; 
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a key word selection subsystem that selects as key words a plurality of 
terms having the highest term scores; 

a purchasing op4)ortumty identification subsystem that identifies purchasing 
opportunities of the set containing one or more key words; and 

a purchasing opportunity scoring subsystem that establishes a purchasing 
opportunity score for ea^h identified purchasing opportunity by summing the term score 
of the one or more key words occurring in information associated with the identified 
purchasing opportunittes. 

42. (Amended) A method in a comndter system for identifying 
documents in a set of documents relevant to a distinguished document, comprising: 

identifying key words within the distinguished document; 
ranking documents of the set based^on which of the identified key words 
they contain; and 

displaying information about o^ or more of the ranked documents. 

43. (Amended) The mefliod of claim 42 further comprising performing a 
separate search for each of the identified key words. 

44. The m^od/^f claim 42 wherein the ranking is further based upon, 
for each key word, the ffactio^f-oceurrences of the key word in the set of documents 
that occur in the distinguisheoCdocume^. 

45. The inetho^f claim 42 wherein the identifying identifies words 
within the distinguished documents that occur with the highest frequencies in the 
distinguished document relative to the frequencies with which they occur in the set of 
documents as a who! 

46/ (Amended) The method of claim 42 wherein the distinguished and 
ranked elemente each describe a purchasing opportunity. 
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47. The method of claim 42 wherein the distinguished and ranked 
documents each describe an online auction. 



48. A computer-readable medium /whose contents cause a computer 
system to identify documents in a set of documents/relevant to a distinguished document, 
by: 

identifying key words within the distinguished document; and 
ranking documents of the set basecyupon which of the identified key words 

they contain. 

49. (Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 48 wherein the 
contents of the computer-readable medium fitflreix cause the computer system to perform 
a separate search for each of the identified^fey w^ds. 

50. The computer-rfeadablb medium of claim 48 wherein the ranking is 
further based upon, for each key wordK*? fraition of occurrences of the key word in the 
set of documents that occur in the distingiishedvdocunigint. 



51. The computer-readable medium of claim 48 wherein the identifying 
identifies words within the distingdshed documents that occur with the highest 
frequencies in the distinguished docuhient relative to the frequencies with which they 
occur in the set of documents as a whole. 

52. The computerjreadable medium of claim 48 wherein the 
distinguished and ranked documents/each describe a purchasing opportunity. 

53. The computer-readable medium of claim 48 wherein the 
distinguished and ranked documents each describe an online auction. 
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